Cycles, History, the Horn of Africa

From riches to rags, of Castles and Ships

1 Introduction: Corsi e Ricorsi
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seven years of slim and of fat cows aside, this is a first recognition of historic economit. cycles

We identify at least three ages of splendor in the history of Ethiopia andedfithrn of Africa. All

three are tied to periods of international trade and internal development. The first is when Kemet,

ancient Egypt, whose elites and residents recognized the Horn as the land of origin, and of the Gods,
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Nile, desert tracks and the Red Sea. The ships needed to be reassembled to take sail South to the Horn.
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of one of two embalmed monkeys, studied via the kind of oxygen isotopes they had breathedtandic

clearly their origin in Eritrea or the Northern Ethiopia of toflay
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may have been the destination of a number of significant Pharaonic expeditions, the recorded tip of an

iceberg of sea trade. After all, the Ugandan tin thaisWound in Germany in 2002 investigations, again

from isotopic types, has transited necessarily on these shores, to be later traded by the Canaanites and

the Phoeniciand

Long lasting conflicts and troubled centuries along the Nile and in the Mediesraappear to have cut
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recorded since those of Hatshepsut. They were certainly fully resumed by the first century of our era,

when a travelogue descrikahe Eritrean and Somali ports of Adulis, Avalites and Malao (Massawa,

Assab and Berbera today), with details on the traded goods and the local political systems. These include
exports of turtle shell, ivory, gold, medicine, and the description of Zoscaither the Axumite

Emperor or his local allied king, in ca 65 CE. The diary is known as the Periplus of the Eriftean Sea

The age of Axum was certainly an apex of wealth and recovered dominance of sea trade. Axum acted as
the sea intermediary betweeRome, India and China in the age of Byzantium until ca. 650 CE. Axumite
coins, gold and silver as well as bronze, were found all over the Indian Ocean routes, including good but
lower grade gold fakes from Mangalore, India.

In fact the biggest gold Axureistandard find was in Yemen. Similarly, a 106 gosaaucoins hoard

was resting in a pot under a cave in Debre Damo, a sacred monastery where, possibly one of the many
noted Beshi or Sidi, Ethiopian mercenaries and traders may have donated it inrthetfiourth

Century. That was just before the period when admired Axumite ships, described as a large fleet by
Cosmas, a Greek speaking Egyptian trader transported three armies repeatedly over the Red Sea to
Arabia, to wage war to Yemen and Arabian side$ending both Christian residents from the Horn and

the ports Axum was controlling along both sides of the Red Sea, Yemen and the Somali Coast
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Rome/Parthian war meded in a total Parthian victory, with the victors taking control of all Axumite ports,

and possibly, making routes inside Ethiopia, as some deductions on the find of Chinese coins in a gold

trade and mining post in Ethiopia and local genomics may indigatee Harla site near Dire Dawa.
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capital of the powerful and long lasting Swahili coastal sultanate, Amir Al Shirazi was the son of an
Abyssinian woma spoke Amharic fluently and had Ethiopian favorites. Swabhili fleets, somehow capable

to spread around 1150 CE coins as far as Australia, are the likely inheritors of Axumite seafariﬁg might

In those years, Ethiopian emperors seemed more concernedimizginal issues and spiritual deeds.
They built an entire administrative and religious town in the Waag, Lasta Mountains, in Lalibela.

Defined as a prayer in stone, a marvel of twelve Churches and administrative buildings hewn and
chiseled out of the rdcbed, it was nevertheless the fief of international traders, that used and
controlled the now Somali port of Zeyla.
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The brief Lalibela, or Zagwe dynasty was fedld in Ethiopia by the Solomonic restoration, from 1280.
The Emperors that looked for their origins in Israel, Solomon and the Mediterranean, and Red Sea trade
soon turned their interests and fleets to the Indian Ocean in grand style.

Ldibela, Bet M. Alem, 1937 design by architect Barriviera;

lan MclIntosh, IUPUI, shows where in Australia coeval Kilwa coins were found
2 Socotra, the Incredible
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An acquaintance, Peter de Geest, speleologistered the Hoq cave in Eastern Socotra in 2000. We
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significant caves. His was no ordinary cavity. After over a kilometer he found a narrow passage and a
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essentially in ancient Indian languagestBninic above all, with designs, offers to the Gods and a Luh

wood, the de Geest tablet, the longest known script in the language of ancient PZlmera
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mariners. Monsoons changes at the limits of seasons mean storms with unbearable winds and

extremely rapid currents. Being caught on Socotra in June as an example may mean a slow death,

certainly great sufferings. Thus numerous incense offerings and names a dauthe concretions

and cave walls.

The tablet has been read by philologists and dated to the VI century CE. As a consequence scholars

attributed three Ethiopic scripts in Hoq to the same period, corresponding to the apex of the Axumite
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surviving in Church liturgy, are not distinguishable from Amharic, our present lingua franca in Ethiopia. Also,
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fifth hundreds, as a rather illogical statement. Even the hardiest similar unsealed caves we found in Ethiopia

were all visited recently. | can thus now only attribute a much wider, 12 or 14 stmpgs2 ¥ DS QST 2 NJ
Amharic script | recognize in Hogve to Ethiopians in difficulties; more likely of arfehe two periods of

trade might | mention here, Axum or Solomonic Ethiopia, than of other pégr.iods
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Cave Hoq, the sanctuary part is the last recess, 1,2 kms after the access vault, seen here.



